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Methodology for a Systematic Search on Homelessness Among Older People 
 

Note from the authors: This document was created with two readers in mind: those who are 

interested in the intersections of homelessness and aging, as well as those interested in the details 

of a systematic review on the topic of homelessness among older people. The main section of 

this document outlines the methods used to compile a comprehensive list of resources pertaining 

to homelessness among older people. The appendices that follow provide a more detailed outline 

of the process of the systematic review in order to provide guidance to researchers wishing to 

replicate the search. The challenges of conducting a systematic review in this area of research are 

also discussed. We hope that researchers and students will build on this list in order to develop 

new insights on the topic. Please feel free to contact us with additional references or your 

research—we’d be happy to provide a link to relevant projects from our website.  

 

The purpose of this review was to identify and assess the state of literature pertaining to 

homelessness among older people, and to test whether it was possible to compile a 

comprehensive list by means of a systematic review (i.e., the ‘gold standard’ of many journals). 

It was difficult to identify a broad literature in this new domain of research at the outset of the 

project. Formal searches identified a selected group of authors publishing most of the work in the 

area, including J. Bottomley, C. Cohen, M. Crane, A. M. Warnes, and O. Washington. Apart 

from this, the literature on homelessness in general, and in social gerontology was relatively 

sparse. In 2010, we began an initial literature review for the project proposal through available 

databases such Web of Science, google, and the Social Sciences Index; we supplemented our 

findings using a snowball technique. A few years into the project in 2013, we had over 100 

articles addressing homelessness among older people. Reviewer comments on a submitted 

journal article however, prompted us to return to the database in order to conduct a more 

systematic review. This document details the findings of that review, in light of our previous 

research report (Grenier, et al., 2013; see http://aginghomelessness.com/wp-

content/uploads/2012/10/Literature-Review-Aging-and-Homelessness.pdf).  

 

The systematic literature search was conducted using the Web of Science databases in June 

2014.  Web of Science was accessed through the McMaster University library website, using 
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McMaster University’s institution subscription to the databases. Web of Science collection 

aggregates scholarly works from five separate indices: 1] Arts & Humanities Citation Index, 2] 

Science Citation Index Expanded, 3] Social Sciences Citation Index, 4] Conference Proceedings 

Citation Index – Science, and 5] Conference Proceedings Citation Index – Social Sciences & 

Humanities.  Over 8,000 academic journals are catalogued in these databases.  

 

Our search quickly identified that a straightforward search identifying articles on homelessness 

among older people could not simply be produced using a combination of search terms queried 

in the existing databases. Research librarians at McMaster University suggested using complex 

search strategies and formulas involving all relevant terms of interest.  However, we found that 

once these terms were searched together, very few results would appear, some of which were not 

relevant to this project. After encountering this problem, a separate librarian advised us that the 

search was too complex (e.g., the numbers of terms required to capture ‘age’ and the 

phenomenon of homelessness), and that we would benefit from a more manual approach.  

Despite the sophistication of the databases searched, and the complex nature of our search, we 

needed to return to manual search methods in order to identify relevant articles. 

 

The search began using several key terms used to refer to older adults or later life.  These terms 

included: “older adult”, “senior”, “elder”, “elderly”, “old age”, and “late life”.  These terms 

were paired with a group of terms referring to homelessness.  These terms included: “homeless”, 

“homelessness”, “unhoused”, “displaced”, “precariously housed”, “houseless”, “marginally 

housed” and “on the street”.  This search yielded many results, although upon review many 

were deemed to be unrelated to the topic of homelessness among older people. A detailed 

description of this search, as well as a list of relevant results found using this search strategy is 

included in Appendix A.    

 

We concluded that this initial search, while yielding many relevant results, was too broad.  The 

team made a decision to clarify the search terms to those most directly focused on the question at 

hand: homelessness among older people. Initial searches involving all of the terms and phrases 

referring to homelessness (listed above) were examined, and it became clear that in some cases, 

the search terms produced works that did not directly pertain to older homeless populations.  
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Many of the identified articles focused on broader issues of homelessness, or housing issues, 

with little direct link to this review. Our concern was to know more about the specific group of 

older people who became homeless—this included people who age in conditions of 

homelessness (e.g., those who ‘age on the streets’) as well as those who became homeless for the 

first time in late life. What we found, was that many citations included digital ‘tags’ on 

homelessness or older adulthood, that caused them to appear in search results. While many of 

these works could be considered generally helpful, they were excluded for being outside our area 

of interest. That is, they did not help us to identify what was known about homelessness among 

older people, or the specificities that occurred in relation to age and late life. Also, our funded 

project focuses on those who are already homeless, rather than those at ‘risk’. To refine the 

search in order to identify only the most relevant articles, we decided that the most effective 

search terms to systematically identify relevant content on homelessness among older people 

would include only the terms “homeless”, “homelessness”, and “unhoused” alongside the list of 

terms referring to older adults (listed above).  This search led to a more focused set of results.  

More information on this step, as well as a full list of relevant works that were found using this 

search, is also included in Appendix A.  

 

After a detailed assessment of the results from the initial search, we compared results to the 

resources that we had previously acquired. It appeared that the systematic review did not yet 

cover those we had already identified through the snowball technique. We returned to our search 

terms, in the aim of not missing valuable results by means of conducting a systematic review. In 

addition to the terms from the initial search, three new terms referring to older adults were used, 

including “aging”, “ageing” and “aged”.  Therefore, the list of terms used to refer to older 

adults in this updated search was as follows: “older adult”, “senior”, “elder”, “elderly”, “old 

age”, “late life”, “aging”, “ageing” and “aged” were used in the search. As mentioned above, 

this broad search allows for all articles mentioning one or more of these key words to appear in 

the results. In this updated search, we also attempted the search using a different combination of 

search terms referring to homelessness. The terms “homeless”, “homelessness”, “unhoused”, 

“shelter users”, and “emergency shelters” were also included. These terms were searched 

alongside the age-related terms (listed above).   
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This search yielded many relevant results, many of which had not been found through previous 

searches.  Specific details on this search, as well as the full list of relevant results that were found 

using this search, are included in Appendix B. Again, in our review, we made the decision to 

focus exclusively on older persons who are currently homeless (i.e., those who aged while 

homeless, and those new to homelessness in late life), rather than individuals who are marginally 

or precariously housed. The Canadian Homelessness Research Network’s four-part definition of 

homelessness states that those who are at risk of becoming homeless are often not considered in 

the definition of homeless. That is, they speak to a slightly different population with different 

needs. It is for this reason that for the purposes of the current funded project, the search terms 

“precariously housed” and “marginally housed” were omitted from the final literature search. 

This is however, certainly an important area for future research. 

 

In an attempt to compile as comprehensive list of works pertaining to older homeless adults as 

possible, we combined the relevant results from both the initial search and the updated search 

(found in Appendices A and B, respectively).  Together, the results from these previous searches 

formed a list of 274 results: 132 relevant results from the initial search (including 4 from the “on 

the streets” search), and 138 relevant results from the updated search.  All duplicates were 

removed. This left a list of 149 sources that were identified by the systematic review, all directly 

pertaining to older homeless adults. This comprehensive list produced by means of a systematic 

review is included at the end of this section. Additionally, we have included a list of English 

sources that we have found relevant throughout the project, but that did not appear in any of the 

searches outlined in this review. In fact, some of these sources do not directly relate to older 

homelessness, and would have been excluded from our systematic review. Nonetheless, we offer 

them as potential sources of knowledge. These sources, along with a more detailed description, 

are included in Appendix C.  We are also in the process of replicating this search in French.  
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Comprehensive List of Relevant Articles  

•  Produced by Systematic Review  (149 Sources) 

	  
Abdul-Hamid, W. (1997). The elderly homeless men in Bloomsbury hostels: Their needs for 

services. International Journal of Geriatric Psychiatry, 12(7), 724-727. 

 

Aguilar, R. (2013). Old, female and homeless life on San Francisco's streets for women over 50 

is filled with hardships, small: And large. Nation, 296(6), 24-26. 

 

Barak, Y., & Cohen, A. (2003). Characterizing the elderly homeless: A 10-year study in 

Israel. Archives of Gerontology and Geriatrics, 37(2), 147-155. doi:10.1016/S0167-

4943(03)00043-8 

Bicknell, J. (2012). Delivering care for the aged homeless. Australasian Journal on Ageing, 31, 

5-15. doi:10.1111/j.1741-6612.2012.00602.x 

Bissonnette, A. (2001). Elder homelessness - where is the outrage? Topics in Geriatric 

Rehabilitation, 16(4), VIII-IX. 

 

Bissonnette, A., & Hijjazi, K. (1994). Elder homelessness - a community perspective. Nursing 

Clinics of North America, 29(3), 409-416. 

 

Bottomley, J. (2001). Elder homelessness: Part I - introduction. Topics in Geriatric 

Rehabilitation, 16(4), VI-VIII. 

 

Bottomley, J. (2001). Energy assistance programs: Keeping older adults housed and 

warm. Topics in Geriatric Rehabilitation, 17(1), 71-81. 

 

Bottomley, J. (2001). Health care and homeless older adults. Topics in Geriatric 

Rehabilitation, 17(1), 1-21. 
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Bottomley, J., Bissonnette, A., & Snekvik, V. (2001). The lives of homeless older adults: Please, 

tell them who I am. Topics in Geriatric Rehabilitation, 16(4), 50-64. 

 

Brown, R. T., & Steinman, M. (2012). Characteristics of US emergency department visits by 

older homeless adults: Results from a nationally representative survey. Gerontologist, 52, 

385-385. 

 

Brown, R. T., & Steinman, M. A. (2013). Characteristics of emergency department visits by 

older versus younger homeless adults in the United States. American Journal of Public 

Health, 103(6), 1046-1051. doi:10.2105/AJPH.2012.301006 

 

Brown, R. T., Kiely, D. K., Bharel, M., & Mitchell, S. L. (2012). Geriatric syndromes in older 

homeless adults. Journal of General Internal Medicine, 27(1), 16-22. doi:10.1007/s11606-

011-1848-9 

Brown, R. T., Kiely, D. K., Bharel, M., & Mitchell, S. L. (2012). Factors associated with 

geriatric syndromes in older homeless adults. Journal of the American Geriatrics 

Society, 60, S47-S47. 

Brown, R. T., Kiely, D. K., Bharel, M., & Mitchell, S. L. (2012). Geriatric syndromes in older 

homeless adults. Journal of General Internal Medicine, 27(1), 16-22. doi:10.1007/s11606-

011-1848-9 

Brown, R. T., Kiely, D. K., Bharel, M., & Mitchell, S. L. (2013). Factors associated with 

geriatric syndromes in older homeless adults. Journal of Health Care for the Poor and 

Underserved, 24(2), 456-468. 

Brown, R. T., Kiely, D. K., Bharel, M., & Mitchell, S. L. (2013). Use of acute care services 

among older homeless adults. Gerontologist, 53, 37-37. 

Brown, R. T., Kiely, D. K., Bharel, M., Grande, L. J., & Mitchell, S. L. (2013). Use of acute care 

services among older homeless adults. Jama Internal Medicine, 173(19), 1831-1834. 

doi:10.1001/jamainternmed.2013.6627 
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Brown, R. T., Kiely, D. K., Bharel, M., Patel, M., Ard, K. L., Blazey-Martin, D., et al. (2012). 

Use of health services in older homeless adults. Journal of the American Geriatrics 

Society, 60, S49-S49. 

 

Brown, R. T., Kimes, R. V., Guzman, D., & Kushel, M. (2010). Health care access and 

utilization in older versus younger homeless adults. Journal of Health Care for the Poor and 

Underserved, 21(3), 1060-1070. 

Brown, R., Bharel, M., & Mitchell, S. (2010). Geriatric conditions in older homeless 

adults. Gerontologist, 50, 27-27. 

Brown, R., Bharel, M., Kiely, D. K., & Mitchell, S. L. (2011). Association of geriatric 

syndromes with acute health care use in older homeless adults. Gerontologist, 51, 43-44. 

 

Bruckner, J. (2001). Walking a mile in their shoes: Sociocultural considerations in elder 

homelessness. Topics in Geriatric Rehabilitation, 16(4), 15-27. 

 

Carder, P., & Mandle, J. (2010). Stories from older persons experiencing homelessness in a 

modern skid row neighborhood. Gerontologist, 50, 403-404. 

Chekuri, L., Turturro, C. L., Lewallen, J. P., & Mittal, D. (2014). Changing demographic trends 

in elderly homeless: Findings in a homeless sample from Little Rock. American Journal of 

Geriatric Psychiatry, 22(3), S100-S101. 

Chekuri, L., Turturro, C. L., Mittal, D., & Sullivan, G. (2013). A comparison of individual level 

risk factors for homelessness among older and younger adults: Findings in a homeless 

sample from Little Rock. American Journal of Geriatric Psychiatry, 21(3), S112-S113. 

 

Cohen, C. (1999). Aging and homelessness. Gerontologist, 39(1), 5-14. 

Cohen, C., & Sokolovsky, J. (1983). Toward a concept of homelessness among aged 

men. Journals of Gerontology, 38(1), 81-89. 
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Cohen, C., Onserud, H., & Monaco, C. (1992). Project rescue - serving the homeless and 

marginally housed elderly. Gerontologist, 32(4), 466-471. 

 

Cohen, C., Onserud, H., & Monaco, C. (1993). Outcomes for the mentally-ill in a program for 

older homeless persons. Hospital and Community Psychiatry, 44(7), 650-656. 

 

Cohen, C., Ramirez, M., Teresi, J., Gallagher, M., & Sokolovsky, J. (1997). Predictors of 

becoming redomiciled among older homeless women. Gerontologist, 37(1), 67-74. 

 

Cohen, C., Sokolovsky, J., & Crane, M. (2001). Aging, homelessness, and the law. International 

Journal of Law and Psychiatry, 24(2-3), 167-181. doi:10.1016/S0160-2527(01)00067-X 

 

Cohen, C., Teresi, J., & Holmes, D. (1988). The mental-health of old homeless men. Journal of 

the American Geriatrics Society, 36(6), 492-501. 

 

Cohen, C., Teresi, J., & Holmes, D. (1988). The physical well-being of old homeless 

men. Journals of Gerontology, 43(4), 121-128. 

 

Cohen, C., Teresi, J., Holmes, D., & Roth, E. (1988). Survival strategies of older homeless 

men. Gerontologist, 28(1), 58-65. 

 

Crane, M. (1994). The mental-health problems of elderly people living on London 

streets. International Journal of Geriatric Psychiatry, 9(2), 87-95. 

doi:10.1002/gps.930090202 

 

Crane, M. (1998). The associations between mental illness and homelessness among older 

people: An exploratory study. Aging & Mental Health, 2(3), 171-180. 

doi:10.1080/13607869856641 

 

Crane, M., & Warnes, A. (2000). Policy and service responses to rough sleeping among older 

people. Journal of Social Policy, 29, 21-36. doi:10.1017/S0047279400005808 
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Davis-Berman, J. (2011). Older women in the homeless shelter: Personal perspectives and 

practice ideas. Journal of Women & Aging, 23(4), 360-374. 

doi:10.1080/08952841.2011.611391 
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Appendix A – Initial Search 

 

Identifying comprehensive search terms to identify articles on the population group of older 

people is challenging in any topic related to aging. Medical literature tends to use the term ‘the 

elderly’, with the terms ‘older’ being used in sociology or social gerontology, and ‘older adult’ in 

practice contexts. A variety of terms that refer to older people were identified for our search. The 

terms “older adult”, “senior”, “elder”, “elderly”, “old age”, and “late life” were employed in 

the systematic search.  This initial search was constructed to identify all articles that contained 

one or more of these terms.  This search yielded 1,106,339 results.  

 

In order to identify articles specifically pertaining to homelessness in later life, terms and phrases 

referring to homelessness were added to the search. Our first attempt was to be as broad and 

inclusive as possible in order to identify as many articles on the subject as possible. Terms and 

phrases identified as relevant included “homeless”, “homelessness”, “unhoused”, “displaced”, 

“precariously housed”, “houseless”, “marginally housed” and “on the street”.  This search 

yielded 3,696 results, many of which were not directly relevant.	  

	  
After manually assessing the results, researchers determined that many of the articles found were 

not directly relevant to topic at hand.  In particular, the phrase “on the street” was found to yield 

more irrelevant results than relevant. For example, several articles that appeared in the search 

results were related to the idea of older adults acting as “eyes on the street” in troubled 

neighbourhoods. To overcome this, with the goal of a systematic search in mind, a separate 

search containing only the terms referring to older adults (i.e., those mentioned above) and the 

phrase “on the street” was conducted. This search yielded 76 results. These results were 

examined manually to determine whether the works were relevant to older homeless populations. 

Four of the results were identified as relevant to our purposes of identifying the state of the 

literature on homelessness among older people. The four relevant references are listed below.  
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Results from “On the street” Search (4 sources) 
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Enfermagem Da Usp, 44(2), 476-481. 

 

Pottieger, A., & Inciardi, J. (1981). Aging on the street - drug-use and crime among older 

men. Journal of Psychoactive Drugs, 13(2), 199-211. 

 

After determining that many of the results produced in this search were not relevant to the topic, 

the search terms were changed. The terms “older adult”, “senior”, “elder”, “elderly”, “old 

age”, and “late life” were searched alongside the terms “homeless”, “homelessness”, and 

“unhoused”.  This search yielded 771 results. As with the previous search, these results were 

examined manually to determine their relevance to the topic. A total of 163 results were 

determined to be directly pertaining to older homeless populations.   

 

This list was then scanned for duplicates.  Two references were removed, leaving a total of 161 

references.  All book reviews were removed as well, but the books that were reviewed were 

added. This left a total of 132 references.  These references are listed below.  
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Abdul-Hamid, W. (1997). The elderly homeless men in Bloomsbury hostels: Their needs for 

services. International Journal of Geriatric Psychiatry, 12(7), 724-727. 

 

Aguilar, R. (2013). Old, female and homeless life on San Francisco's streets for women over 50 

is filled with hardships, small: And large. Nation, 296(6), 24-26. 

 

Barak, Y., & Cohen, A. (2003). Characterizing the elderly homeless: A 10-year study in 

Israel. Archives of Gerontology and Geriatrics, 37(2), 147-155. doi:10.1016/S0167-

4943(03)00043-8 

 

Bissonnette, A. (2001). Elder homelessness - where is the outrage? Topics in Geriatric 

Rehabilitation, 16(4), VIII-IX. 

 

Bissonnette, A., & Hijjazi, K. (1994). Elder homelessness - a community perspective. Nursing 

Clinics of North America, 29(3), 409-416. 

 

Bottomley, J. (2001). Elder homelessness: Part I - introduction. Topics in Geriatric 

Rehabilitation, 16(4), VI-VIII. 

 

Bottomley, J. (2001). Energy assistance programs: Keeping older adults housed and 

warm. Topics in Geriatric Rehabilitation, 17(1), 71-81. 

 

Bottomley, J. (2001). Health care and homeless older adults. Topics in Geriatric 

Rehabilitation, 17(1), 1-21. 

 

Bottomley, J., Bissonnette, A., & Snekvik, V. (2001). The lives of homeless older adults: Please, 

tell them who I am. Topics in Geriatric Rehabilitation, 16(4), 50-64. 

 



 

Aging	  and	  Homelessness	  Literature	  Review	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Gilbrea	  Centre	  for	  Studies	  in	  Aging	  	  
	  

27 

Brown, R., Bharel, M., Kiely, D. K., & Mitchell, S. L. (2011). Association of geriatric 

syndromes with acute health care use in older homeless adults. Gerontologist, 51, 43-44. 

 

Brown, R. T., Kiely, D. K., Bharel, M., Patel, M., Ard, K. L., Blazey-Martin, D., et al. (2012). 

Use of health services in older homeless adults. Journal of the American Geriatrics 

Society, 60, S49-S49. 

 

Brown, R. T., & Steinman, M. (2012). Characteristics of us emergency department visits by 

older homeless adults: Results from a nationally representative survey. Gerontologist, 52, 

385-385. 

 

Brown, R. T., Kiely, D. K., Bharel, M., Grande, L. J., & Mitchell, S. L. (2013). Use of acute care 

services among older homeless adults. Jama Internal Medicine, 173(19), 1831-1834. 

doi:10.1001/jamainternmed.2013.6627 

 

Brown, R. T., Kiely, D. K., Bharel, M., & Mitchell, S. L. (2012). Geriatric syndromes in older 

homeless adults. Journal of General Internal Medicine, 27(1), 16-22. doi:10.1007/s11606-

011-1848-9 

 

Brown, R. T., Kiely, D. K., Bharel, M., & Mitchell, S. L. (2013). Factors associated with 

geriatric syndromes in older homeless adults. Journal of Health Care for the Poor and 

Underserved, 24(2), 456-468. 

 

Brown, R. T., Kimes, R. V., Guzman, D., & Kushel, M. (2010). Health care access and 

utilization in older versus younger homeless adults. Journal of Health Care for the Poor and 

Underserved, 21(3), 1060-1070. 

 

Brown, R. T., & Steinman, M. A. (2013). Characteristics of emergency department visits by 

older versus younger homeless adults in the united states. American Journal of Public 

Health, 103(6), 1046-1051. doi:10.2105/AJPH.2012.301006 

 



 

Aging	  and	  Homelessness	  Literature	  Review	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Gilbrea	  Centre	  for	  Studies	  in	  Aging	  	  
	  

28 

Bruckner, J. (2001). Walking a mile in their shoes: Sociocultural considerations in elder 

homelessness. Topics in Geriatric Rehabilitation, 16(4), 15-27. 

 

Carder, P., & Mandle, J. (2010). Stories from older persons experiencing homelessness in a 

modern skid row neighborhood. Gerontologist, 50, 403-404. 

 

Chekuri, L., Turturro, C. L., Mittal, D., & Sullivan, G. (2013). A comparison of individual level 

risk factors for homelessness among older and younger adults: Findings in a homeless 

sample from Little Rock. American Journal of Geriatric Psychiatry, 21(3), S112-S113. 

 

Cohen, C., Onserud, H., & Monaco, C. (1993). Outcomes for the mentally-ill in a program for 

older homeless persons. Hospital and Community Psychiatry, 44(7), 650-656. 

 

Cohen, C. (1999). Aging and homelessness. Gerontologist, 39(1), 5-14. 

 

Cohen, C., Onserud, H., & Monaco, C. (1992). Project rescue - serving the homeless and 

marginally housed elderly. Gerontologist, 32(4), 466-471. 

 

Cohen, C., Ramirez, M., Teresi, J., Gallagher, M., & Sokolovsky, J. (1997). Predictors of 

becoming redomiciled among older homeless women. Gerontologist, 37(1), 67-74. 

 

Cohen, C., Sokolovsky, J., & Crane, M. (2001). Aging, homelessness, and the law. International 

Journal of Law and Psychiatry, 24(2-3), 167-181. doi:10.1016/S0160-2527(01)00067-X 

 

Cohen, C., Teresi, J., & Holmes, D. (1988). The mental-health of old homeless men. Journal of 

the American Geriatrics Society, 36(6), 492-501. 

 

Cohen, C., Teresi, J., Holmes, D., & Roth, E. (1988). Survival strategies of older homeless 

men. Gerontologist, 28(1), 58-65. 

 



 

Aging	  and	  Homelessness	  Literature	  Review	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Gilbrea	  Centre	  for	  Studies	  in	  Aging	  	  
	  

29 

Cohen, C., Teresi, J., & Holmes, D. (1988). The physical well-being of old homeless 

men. Journals of Gerontology, 43(4), 121-128. 

 

Crane, M. (1994). The mental-health problems of elderly people living on London 

streets. International Journal of Geriatric Psychiatry, 9(2), 87-95. 

doi:10.1002/gps.930090202 

 

Crane, M. (1998). The associations between mental illness and homelessness among older 

people: An exploratory study. Aging & Mental Health, 2(3), 171-180. 

doi:10.1080/13607869856641 

 

Crane, M., Byrne, K., Fu, R., Lipmann, B., Mirabelli, F., Rota-Bartelink, A., et al. (2005). The 

causes of homelessness in later life: Findings from a 3-nation study. Journals of 

Gerontology Series B-Psychological Sciences and Social Sciences, 60(3), S152-S159. 

 

Crane, M., & Warnes, A. (2000). Policy and service responses to rough sleeping among older 

people. Journal of Social Policy, 29, 21-36. doi:10.1017/S0047279400005808 

 

Crane, M., & Warnes, A. (2001). Older people and homelessness: Prevalence and causes. Topics 

in Geriatric Rehabilitation, 16(4), 1-14. 

 

Crane, M., & Warnes, A. M. (2002). Resettling older homeless people: A longitudinal study of 

outcomes. Sheffield Institute for Studies on Ageing. 

 

Crane, M., & Warnes, A. M. (2007). The outcomes of rehousing older homeless people: A 

longitudinal study. Ageing & Society, 27, 891-918. doi:10.1017/S0144686X07006319 

 

da Silva, H. S., & Ozello Gutierrez, B. A. (2013). Quality of life dimensions of homeless elderly 

in Sao Paulo. Saude E Sociedade, 22(1), 148-159. 

 



 

Aging	  and	  Homelessness	  Literature	  Review	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Gilbrea	  Centre	  for	  Studies	  in	  Aging	  	  
	  

30 

Davis-Berman, J. (2011). Older women in the homeless shelter: Personal perspectives and 

practice ideas. Journal of Women & Aging, 23(4), 360-374. 

doi:10.1080/08952841.2011.611391 

 

DeMallie, D., North, C., & Smith, E. (1997). Psychiatric disorders among the homeless: A 

comparison of older and younger groups. Gerontologist, 37(1), 61-66. 

 

Dietz, T., & Wright, J. (2005). Age and gender differences and predictors of victimization of the 

older homeless. Journal of Elder Abuse & Neglect, 17(1), 37-60. 

doi:10.1300/J084v17n01_03 

 

Dietz, T. L. (2009). Drug and alcohol use among homeless older adults predictors of reported 

current and lifetime substance misuse problems in a national sample. Journal of Applied 

Gerontology, 28(2), 235-255. doi:10.1177/0733464808326006 

 

Doolin, J. (1986). Planning for the special needs of the homeless elderly. Gerontologist, 26(3), 

229-231. doi:10.1093/geront/26.3.229 

 

Downes, T., & Channer, K. (2001). Plight of elderly people who are made homeless in 

hospital. British Medical Journal, 323(7306), 229-229. doi:10.1136/bmj.323.7306.229 

 

Drebing, C., Rosenheck, R., Schutt, R., Herz, L., & Penk, W. (2003). Older homeless veterans' 

access and utilization of vocational rehabiliation services. Gerontologist, 43, 462-462. 

 

Elias, C., & Inui, T. (1993). When a house is not a home - exploring the meaning of shelter 

among chronically homeless older men. Gerontologist, 33(3), 396-402. 

 

Fernandes, F. S. L., Raizer, M. V., & Bretas, A. C. P. (2007). Old, poor and out on the streets: 

On the road to exclusion. Revista Latino-Americana De Enfermagem, 15, 755-761. 

doi:10.1590/S0104-11692007000700007 

 



 

Aging	  and	  Homelessness	  Literature	  Review	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Gilbrea	  Centre	  for	  Studies	  in	  Aging	  	  
	  

31 

Fiedler, J. (2012). Home at last - older persons' homelessness prevention and re-housing 

service. Australasian Journal on Ageing, 31, 18-18. 

 

Folsom, D., McCahill, M., Bartels, S., Lindamer, L., Ganiats, T., & Jeste, D. (2002). Medical 

comorbidity and receipt of medical care by older homeless people with schizophrenia or 

depression. Psychiatric Services, 53(11), 1456-1460. doi:10.1176/appi.ps.53.11.1456 

 

Folsom, D., McCahill, M., Ganiats, T., & Jeste, D. (2002). Medical illnesses and health care in 

older homeless persons with schizophrenia. American Journal of Geriatric 

Psychiatry, 10(2), 104-104. 

 

Frahm, K. A., Brown, L. M., Barnett, S. D., Schonfeld, L., Schinka, J., & Casey, R. (2012). 

Unique needs and preferences of older homeless veterans. Gerontologist, 52, 41-41. 

 

Furlotte, C., Schwartz, K., Koornstra, J. J., & Naster, R. (2012). 'Got a room for me?' housing 

experiences of older adults living with HIV/AIDS in Ottawa. Canadian Journal on Aging-

Revue Canadienne Du Vieillissement, 31(1), 37-48. doi:10.1017/S0714980811000584 

 

Garibaldi, B., Conde-Martel, A., & O'Toole, T. (2005). Self-reported comorbidities, perceived 

needs, and sources for usual care for older and younger homeless adults. Journal of General 

Internal Medicine, 20(8), 726-730. doi:10.1111/j.1525-1497.2005.0142.x 

 

Gelberg, L., Linn, L., & Mayeroakes, S. (1990). Differences in health-status between older and 

younger homeless adults. Journal of the American Geriatrics Society, 38(11), 1220-1229. 

 

Gibeau, J. (2001). Home free: An evolving journey in eradicating elder homelessness. Topics in 

Geriatric Rehabilitation, 17(1), 22-52. 

 

Gonyea, J. (2008). Housing homeless elders: Program and policy challenges and 

opportunities. Gerontologist, 48, 256-256. 

 



 

Aging	  and	  Homelessness	  Literature	  Review	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Gilbrea	  Centre	  for	  Studies	  in	  Aging	  	  
	  

32 

Gonyea, J. G., & Bachman, S. S. (2009). The challenges of housing chronically homeless older 

adults: The role of permanent supportive housing. Gerontologist, 49, 177-177. 

 

Gonyea, J. G., & Mills-Dick, K. (2010). The emergence of elder homelessness as a social 

problem: Policy trends and community responses. Gerontologist, 50, 485-485. 

 

Gordon, R. J., Rosenheck, R. A., Zweig, R. A., & Harpaz-Rotem, I. (2012). Health and social 

adjustment of homeless older adults with a mental illness. Psychiatric Services, 63(6), 561-

568. doi:10.1176/appi.ps.201100175 

 

Hamel, P. (1999). Exploring diversity aging via health promotion with formerly homeless elders 

and other special populations. Journal of Aging and Physical Activity, 7(3), 320-320. 

 

Hecht, L., & Coyle, B. (2001). Elderly homeless - A comparison of older and younger adult 

emergency shelter seekers in Bakersfield, California. American Behavioral Scientist, 45(1), 

66-79. doi:10.1177/00027640121957024 

 

Holt, N., Christian, J., & Larkin, M. (2012). Maintaining connectedness: Exploring the 

experiences of older homeless men living in hostel accommodation. Journal of Community 

& Applied Social Psychology,22(6), 485-501. doi:10.1002/casp.1130 

 

Jacobson, S., & Tully, C. (1995). The homeless elderly – America’s forgotten 

population. Journal of Gerontological Social Work, 23(3-4), 183-183. 

 

Joyce, D. P., & Limbos, M. (2009). Identification of cognitive impairment and mental illness in 

elderly homeless men before and after access to primary health care. Canadian Family 

Physician, 55(11), 1110-28. 

 

Kane, M. N., Green, D., & Jacobs, R. (2013). Perceptions about homeless elders and community 

responsibility. Educational Gerontology, 39(11), 840-855. 

doi:10.1080/03601277.2013.767582 



 

Aging	  and	  Homelessness	  Literature	  Review	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Gilbrea	  Centre	  for	  Studies	  in	  Aging	  	  
	  

33 

 

Kane, M. N., Jacobs, R. J., & Hawkins, W. E. (2013). Attributions of autonomy and competence 

of older and younger homeless mentally ill. Social Work in Health Care, 52(1), 78-98. 

doi:10.1080/00981389.2012.732205 

 

Keigher, S., & Greenblatt, S. (1992). Housing emergencies and the etiology of homelessness 

among the urban elderly. Gerontologist, 32(4), 457-465. 

 

Khan, A., Croucher, R., & Marcenes, W. (2000). Dental health, attitudes and behaviour in the 

homeless and non-homeless elderly. Journal of Dental Research, 79(5), 1198-1198. 

 

Kisor, A., & Kendal-Wilson, L. (2002). Older homeless women: Reframing the stereotype of the 

bag lady. Affilia-Journal of Women and Social Work, 17(3), 354-370. 

doi:10.1177/0886109902173006 

 

Ko, E., & Nelson-Becker, H. (2013). The role of Religiosity/spirituality in end-of-life care: 

Perspectives of homeless older adults. Gerontologist, 53, 145-146. 

 

Kramer, B., & Barker, J. (1996). Homelessness among older American Indians, Los Angeles, 

1987-1989. Human Organization, 55(4), 396-408. 

 

Kushel, M. (2012). Older homeless adults: Can we do more? Journal of General Internal 

Medicine, 27(1), 5-6. doi:10.1007/s11606-011-1925-0 

 

Kutza, E., & Keigher, S. (1991). The elderly new homeless - an emerging population at 

risk. Social Work, 36(4), 288-293. doi:10.1093/sw/36.4.288 

 

Lipmann, B. (2009). Elderly homeless men and women: Aged care's forgotten people. Australian 

Social Work, 62(2), 272-286. doi:10.1080/03124070902792454 

 



 

Aging	  and	  Homelessness	  Literature	  Review	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Gilbrea	  Centre	  for	  Studies	  in	  Aging	  	  
	  

34 

Lovisi, G. M., Ferri, C. P., Ornelas Amado, K. C., & Prince, M. (2007). Pathways to 

homelessness among older people in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. Bulletin of the World Health 

Organization, 85(11), 888-889. doi:10.2471/BLT.07.043455 

 

Lowry, S. (1992). Elderly homeless ignored. British Medical Journal, 304(6819), 72-72. 

 

Martin, M. A. (1990). The homeless elderly: No room at the end. In Z. Harel, P. Ehrlich & R. 

Hubbard, The Vulnerable Aged: People, Services, and Policies. New York: Springer 

Publishing Company. 

  

Martins, D., & Burbank, P. (2008). Experiences of homeless older adults within the health care 

system: Barriers and resilience. Gerontologist, 48, 685-685. 

 

McDonald, L., & Dergal, J. (2003). Living on the margins: Older homeless 

adults. Gerontologist, 43, 51-51. 

 

Means, R. (2007). Safe as houses? Ageing in place and vulnerable older people in the UK. Social 

Policy & Administration, 41(1), 65-85. doi:10.1111/j.1467-9515.2007.00539.x 

 

Melekis, K., & Gonyea, J. G. (2013). Pathways to elder homelessness: The role of cumulative 

disadvantage and disadvantage saturation. Gerontologist, 53, 38-38. 

 

Mills-Dick, K. (2009). No room at the inn: Housing policy implications of the social 

construction of elder homelessness in the U.S. Gerontologist, 49, 463-463. 

 

Mills-Dick, K., & Gonyea, J. G. (2011). Pathways out of elder homelessness: Perceived barriers 

and potential solutions. Gerontologist, 51, 562-562. 

 

Mills-Dick, K., Mills-Dick, K., & Cicero, C. (2008). Maximizing resilience for homeless, 

marginally housed, and at-risk older adults by linking shelter and 

services. Gerontologist, 48, 256-256. 



 

Aging	  and	  Homelessness	  Literature	  Review	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Gilbrea	  Centre	  for	  Studies	  in	  Aging	  	  
	  

35 

 

Molinari, V. A., Brown, L. M., Frahm, K. A., Schinka, J. A., & Casey, R. (2013). Perceptions of 

homelessness in older homeless veterans, VA homeless program staff liaisons, and housing 

intervention providers. Journal of Health Care for the Poor and Underserved, 24(2), 487-

498. doi:10.1353/hpu.2013.0089 

 

Morris, A., Judd, B., & Kavanagh, K. (2005). Marginality amidst plenty: Pathways into 

homelessness for older Australians. Australian Journal of Social Issues, 40(2), 241-251. 

 

Moxley, D. P., Washington, O. G. M., & Calligan, H. F. (2012). Narrative insight into risk, 

vulnerability and resilience among older homeless African American women. Arts in 

Psychotherapy, 39(5), 471-478. doi:10.1016/j.aip.2012.08.002 

 

Nakonezny, P., & Ojeda, M. (2005). Health services utilization between older and younger 

homeless adults. Gerontologist, 45(2), 249-254. doi: 10.1093/geront/45.2.249 

 

Obrien, E., Bissonnette, A., Markson, L., & Steel, K. (1990). A program to assist frail elderly 

people at risk of homelessness. Journal of the American Geriatrics Society, 38(8), 56-56. 

 

O'Connell, J., & Roncarati, J. (2005). Old and sleeping rough: Elderly homeless persons on the 

streets of Boston. Journal of General Internal Medicine, 20, 121-121. 

 

Ogden, L. P. (2014). "Waiting to go home": Narratives of homelessness, housing and home 

among older adults with schizophrenia. Journal of Aging Studies, 29, 53-65. 

doi:10.1016/j.jaging.2014.01.002 

 

Passarella Bretas, A. C., Marcolan, J. F., Rosa, A. d. S., Leao Fernandes, F. S., & Raizer, M. V. 

(2010). Who told you to grow old and live on the streets? Revista Da Escola De 

Enfermagem Da Usp, 44(2), 476-481. 

 



 

Aging	  and	  Homelessness	  Literature	  Review	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Gilbrea	  Centre	  for	  Studies	  in	  Aging	  	  
	  

36 

Petersen, M. (2012). Older Australians experiencing homelessness. Australasian Journal on 

Ageing, 31, 45-45. 

 

Ploeg, J., Hayward, L., Woodward, C., & Johnston, R. (2005). Evaluation of a homelessness 

intervention program for older adults. Gerontologist, 45, 420-420. 

 

Ploeg, J., Hayward, L., Woodward, C., & Johnston, R. (2008). A case study of a Canadian 

homelessness intervention programme for elderly people. Health & Social Care in the 

Community, 16(6), 593-605. doi:10.1111/j.1365-2524.2008.00783.x 

 

Pollitts, K. (2013). Old, female and homeless life on San Francisco's streets for women over 50 

is filled with hardships, small: And large. Nation, 296(7), 24-26. 

 

Proehl, R. A. (2007). Social justice, respect, and meaning-making: Keys to working with the 

homeless elderly population. Health & Social Work, 32(4), 301-307. 

 

Quine, S., Kendig, H., Russell, C., & Touchard, D. (2004). Health promotion for socially 

disadvantaged groups: The case of homeless older men in Australia. Health Promotion 

International, 19(2), 157-165. doi:10.1093/heapro/dah203 

 

Reilly, F. (1994). An ecological approach to health risk - a case-study of urban elderly homeless 

people. Public Health Nursing, 11(5), 305-314. doi:10.1111/j.1525-1446.1994.tb00192.x 

 

Rota-Bartelink, A., & Lipmann, B. (2007). Causes of homelessness among older people in 

Melbourne, Australia. Australian and New Zealand Journal of Public Health, 31(3), 252-

258. doi:10.1111/j.1753-6405.2007.00057.x 

 

Salem, B. E., Nyamathi, A., Brecht, M., Phillips, L. R., Mentes, J. C., Sarkisian, C., et al. (2014). 

Constructing and identifying predictors of frailty among homeless adults-A latent variable 

structural equations model approach. Archives of Gerontology and Geriatrics, 58(2), 248-

256. doi:10.1016/j.archger.2013.09.005 



 

Aging	  and	  Homelessness	  Literature	  Review	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Gilbrea	  Centre	  for	  Studies	  in	  Aging	  	  
	  

37 

 

Salem, N., & Mentes, J. (2012). Life course pathways to homelessness in older 

adults. Gerontologist, 52, 681-681. 

 

Schinka, J., Schinka, K., Casey, R., Kasprow, W., & Bossarte, R. (2011). Suicidal ideation and 

suicide attempts in older homeless veterans. Gerontologist, 51, 17-17. 

 

Schinka, J. A., Schinka, K. C., Casey, R. J., Kasprow, W., & Bossarte, R. M. (2012). Suicidal 

behavior in a national sample of older homeless veterans. American Journal of Public 

Health, 102, S147-S153. doi:10.2105/AJPH.2011.300436 

 

Schroder-Butterfill, E., & Marianti, R. (2006). A framework for understanding old-age 

vulnerabilities. Ageing & Society, 26, 9-35. doi:10.1017/S0144686X05004423 

 

Shinn, M., Gottlieb, J., Wett, J. L., Bahl, A., Cohen, A., & Ellis, D. B. (2007). Predictors of 

homelessness among older adults in New York City - disability, economic human and social 

capital and stressful events. Journal of Health Psychology, 12(5), 696-708. 

doi:10.1177/1359105307080581 

 

Smith, J. (1992). Are the needs of older homeless people being ignored? Journal of Advanced 

Nursing, 17(7), 763-764. 

 

Sokolovsky, J., & Cohen, C. (1980). Homeless older men in the inner-city - Skid row and 

SRO. Gerontologist, 20(5), 203-203. 

 

Spiker, E., Emptage, R., Giannamore, M., & Pedersen, C. (2001). Potential adverse drug events 

in an indigent and homeless geriatric population. Annals of Pharmacotherapy, 35(10), 1166-

1172. 

 



 

Aging	  and	  Homelessness	  Literature	  Review	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Gilbrea	  Centre	  for	  Studies	  in	  Aging	  	  
	  

38 

Stergiopoulos, V., & Herrmann, N. (2003). Old and homeless: A review and survey of older 

adults who use shelters in an urban setting. Canadian Journal of Psychiatry-Revue 

Canadienne De Psychiatrie, 48(6), 374-380. 

 

Tanur, M., Means, R., Seaman, J., Vitale, B., DeFilippis, N., & Mills-Dick, K. (2012). Nursing 

care management of Boston's, elder homeless women: Current insights and future 

plans. Gerontologist, 52, 388-388. 

 

Thomas, L. (2013). Aging without place: Trajectories of cumulative trauma and adversity among 

older adults experiencing homelessness. Gerontologist, 53, 38-38. 

 

Thomas, L., Warren-Findlow, J., Thompson, M. E., & Clapsadl, M. (2011). The cumulative 

effect of education disruption and assault on homelessness among African American midlife 

and older adults. Gerontologist, 51, 159-159. 

 

Tufan, I. (2011). Confronting homelessness among Turkey's older population: A home for the 

homeless. Gerontologist, 51, 433-434. 

 

van den Berk-Clark, C., & McGuire, J. (2013). Elderly homeless veterans in Los Angeles: 

Chronicity and precipitants of homelessness. American Journal of Public Health, 103, 232-

238. doi:10.2105/AJPH.2013.301309 

 

Vance, D. (1994). Barriers to use of services by older homeless people. Psychological 

Reports, 75(3), 1377-1378. 

 

Vance, D. (1995). Barriers and aids in conducting research with older homeless 

individuals. Psychological Reports, 76(3), 783-786. 

 

Vance, D. (1995). A portrait of older homeless men - identifying hopelessness and 

adaptation. Journal of Social Distress and the Homeless, 4(1), 57-71. 

doi:10.1007/BF02087251 



 

Aging	  and	  Homelessness	  Literature	  Review	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Gilbrea	  Centre	  for	  Studies	  in	  Aging	  	  
	  

39 

 

Waldbrook, N. (2013). Formerly homeless, older women's experiences with health, housing, and 

aging. Journal of Women & Aging, 25(4), 337-357. doi:10.1080/08952841.2013.816213 

 

Warner, L. (1998). Homeless truths: Challenging the myths about older homeless people. Ageing 

and Society, 18, 114-115. 

 

Warnes, A., Crane, M., & Phillipson, C. (2003). The causes of homelessness among older 

people. Gerontologist, 43, 508-508. 

 

Warnes, A., & Crane, M. (2006). The causes of homelessness among older people in 

England. Housing Studies, 21(3), 401-421. doi:10.1080/02673030600586027 

 

Warnes, A., & Crane, M. (2000). The achievements of a multiservice project for older homeless 

people. Gerontologist, 40(5), 618-626. 

 

Warnes, A. M., & Crane, M. (2000). Meeting homeless people's needs: Service development and 

practice for the older excluded. London: King's Fund. 

 

Washington, O. (2002). Effects of homelessness on health of older African American 

women. Gerontologist, 42, 161-161. 

 

Washington, O. (2003). Determining effects of alcohol abuse among older homeless 

women. Gerontologist, 43, 159-159. 

 

Washington, O. (2004). Promoting physical and mental health outcomes among older homeless 

African American women. Gerontologist, 44, 476-477. 

 

Washington, O. (2005). Examining physical and mental health outcomes of older African 

American homeless women. Gerontologist, 45, 408-409. 

 



 

Aging	  and	  Homelessness	  Literature	  Review	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Gilbrea	  Centre	  for	  Studies	  in	  Aging	  	  
	  

40 

Washington, O. G., Moxley, D. P., Crystal, J. P., Garriott, L., & Gash, J. (2009). Leaving 

homelessness quilting workshop: An innovative tool for older African American 

women. Gerontologist, 49, 272-272. 

 

Washington, O. G. M., & Moxley, D. P. (2008). Telling my story: From narrative to exhibit in 

illuminating the lived experience of homelessness among older African American 

women. Journal of Health Psychology, 13(2), 154-165. doi:10.1177/1359105307086702 

 

Washington, O. G. M., & Moxley, D. P. (2009). Development of a multimodal assessment 

framework for helping older African American women transition out of homelessness. Smith 

College Studies in Social Work, 79(2), 103-124. doi:10.1080/00377310902828266 

 

Washington, O. G. M., Moxley, D. P., & Garriott, L. J. (2009). The telling my story quilting 

workshop innovative group work with older African American women transitioning out of 

homelessness. Journal of Psychosocial Nursing and Mental Health Services, 47(11), 42-52. 

doi:10.3928/02793695-20090930-01 

 

Washington, O. G. M., Moxley, D. P., Garriott, L., & Crystal, J. P. (2009). Building a responsive 

network of support and advocacy for older African American homeless women through 

developmental action research. Contemporary Nurse, 33(2), 140-160. 

 

Washington, O. G. M., Moxley, D. P., Garriott, L., & Weinberger, J. P. (2009). Five dimensions 

of faith and spiritually of older African American women transitioning out of 

homelessness. Journal of Religion & Health, 48(4), 431-444. doi:10.1007/s10943-008-9198-

6 



 

Aging	  and	  Homelessness	  Literature	  Review	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Gilbrea	  Centre	  for	  Studies	  in	  Aging	  	  
	  

41 

Appendix B – Updated Search 
 

After a detailed review of the initial search, we identified that a few critical terms were missing 

from the initial search. Additional age-related terms were added to the search.  The terms “older 

adult”, “senior”, “elder”, “elderly”, “old age”, “late life”, “aging”, “ageing” and “aged” 

were searched.  The search with these additional words yielded 2,619,818 results.  

 

The terms “homeless”, “homelessness”, “unhoused”, “shelter users”, and “emergency 

shelters” were also added to the search.  The exact search was as follows: 

 

(“older adult” or senior or elder or elderly or “old age” or “late life” or aging or ageing or aged) 

 

AND 

 

(homeless or homelessness or unhoused or “shelter users” or “emergency shelters”) 

 

The search yielded 1,896 results.  

 

These 1,896 results were examined manually to determine their relevance. A total of 167 

references were determined to be directly pertaining to older homeless populations. Once again, 

duplicates and book reviews were removed. This left a total of 138 citations.  These relevant 

findings are included below.   
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